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WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

Lord, send out your Light and your truth;

let them lead us; let them bring us to your holy hill

and to your dwelling!

Then we will go to the altar of God, to God, our exceeding joy,
and we will praise Him with the lyre, O God, our God.

adapted from Psalm 43:3-4

INVOCATION

Psalm 134
Tune: Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder

Praise My Soul the King of Heaven

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, to his feet your tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, who, like me, his praise should sing?
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise the everlasting King.

Praise him for his grace and favor to our fathers in distress;
praise him, still the same forever, slow to chide and swift to bless;
praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, glorious in his faithfulness.

Father-like, he tends and spares us; well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes;
praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, widely as his mercy goes.

Frail as summer's flow'r we flourish, blows the wind and it is gone;
but while mortals rise and perish, God endures unchanging on.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise the High Eternal One.

Angels, help us to adore him; you behold him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before him, dwellers all in time and space,

praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise with us the God of grace.

Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1834; mod.); Music: LAUDA ANIMA, John Goss (1869)

Have Thine Own Way Lord

Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!
Thou art the potter; I am the clay.
Mold me and make me after thy will, while I am waiting, yielded and still.

Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!
Search me and try me, Master, today!
Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now, as in thy presence humbly I bow.

Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!
Wounded and weary, help me, I pray!
Power, all power, surely is thine! Touch me and heal me, Savior divine!

Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!

Hold o'er my being absolute sway!

Fill with thy Spirit till all shall see Christ only, always, living in me!
Text: Adelaide A. Pollard, 1902; Music HOLY DESIRE, George C. Stebbins, 1907

GOD’S LAW AND OUR CONFESSION
"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with

all your might.”  Deuteronomy 6:4-5

Holy God, full of glory and majesty,

we confess that we have not loved you

with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

We have not placed you first in our lives,

but have subsumed your mission under our own self interests.
Forgive us, O Lord.

Creator and sustainer of all humanity,

we have not loved each other as bearers of your image.

In putting ourselves first, we have rejected Christ’s example of a servant.
Father, forgive our pride, self-orientation, and ambition

which deny that we are free only when we follow you.

Restore to us a grasp of your glory and your goodness

which enable us to follow after you.=

SILENT CONFESSION



ASSURANCE OF PARDON Galatians 3:13-14
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—
for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—so that in
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles,

so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Who is Jesus Christ?

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
By him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers

or authorities.

What has Christ done?

All things were created through him and for him.

He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

He is the head of the body, the Church.

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,

that in everything he might be preeminent.

In him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

and through him to reconcile to himself all things,

whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

Why should we follow and worship Christ?

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his
nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name
he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

-Adapted from Colossians 1:15-20 & Hebrews 1:1-4

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
RECEPTION OF OFFERINGS

PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil: For yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SONG OF PREPARATION

He Will Hold Me Fast

When [ fear my faith will fail Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevail He will hold me fast
I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path
For my love is often cold He must hold me fast

Chorus

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast
For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast

Those He saves are His delight Christ will hold me fast
Precious in His holy sight He will hold me fast

He'll not let my soul be lost His Promises shall last

Bought by Him at such a cost He will hold me fast. (chorus)

For my life He bled and died Christ will hold me fast

Justice has been satisfied He will hold me fast

Raised with Him to endless life He will hold me fast

Till our faith is turned to sight when He comes at last. (chorus)
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SCRIPTURE READING
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Nehemiah 9:38-10:39

SERMON
“Covenant Commitment”

HYMN OF RESPONSE

Goria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,

And to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

Public Domain

Pastor Ian Hard

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION

If you are following along at home, please refrain from taking
Communion as it is a form of worship meant to be celebrated in
the physical presence of the body of Christ.

MERCY OFFERING



HYMN OF SENDING
All for Jesus!

All for Jesus! All for Jesus! All my being’s ransomed pow'rs:
all my thoughts and words and doings, all my days and all my hours.

Let my hands perform his bidding, let my feet run in his ways;
let my eyes see Jesus only, let my lips speak forth his praise.

Worldlings prize their gems of beauty, cling to gilded toys of dust,
boast of wealth and fame and pleasure; only Jesus will I trust.

Since my eyes were fixed on Jesus, I’ve lost sight of all beside;
so enchained my spirit’s vision, looking at the Crucified.

O what wonder! how amazing! Jesus, glorious King of kings,
deigns to call me his beloved, lets me rest beneath His wings.
Text: Mary D. James, 1819; Music: WYCLIFF, John Stainer, 1887

BENEDICTION

Sermon NOTES: Covenant Commitment



